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0 THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OF THE
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EMEN ¢
It is now near two years since, by your appointment, 1

d the position of Principal of this Institution. Your
aving now an acknowledged legal existence, it becomes
y, as it is a pleasure, to make to you a report of the pro-
your School for these two years, and of its present

and prospects.
ost important matters w

ill be presented in succession.

(1) The Amount of Patronage.

rst session begun on the 22d September, 1856. There

ssent, for the first few days of the session, only about
1pils, of whom some fourteen were boarders. The
as were held in the basement of the Baptist Church.—
conversant with such matters, can see the great disad-
{ this arrangement. Still, the number of students
ly increased, until the whole number connected with
ol during this session, as exhibited in the Catalogue
yas sixty-one.

e 1st March, 1857, the School was moved to the
10w occupied, a few repairs having been made to adapt
surposc, 'The session just ended begun 15th Septem-
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ber, 18567. The whole number of students for this session hag
been ninety-one, of whom forty-nine have been boarders. Thig
1s certainly as large increase as the friends of the School had
right to expect. The facts of the case altogether encourage us
to expect a steadily increasing patronage.

The School, however, cannot be g great deal larger, without
enlargement of the capacity of the property.

It is further matter of encouragement, that so large a propor-
tion of the students have been young ladies of more than common

capacity, and of excellent habits of stedy. These will give
character to the School abroad.

(2.) Course of Stady, Mode of Instruction, &c.

No instructions as to these were
the School was organized. The matter was left to be settled
mainly by the President of the Board and myself, The subject
presented difficulties.  Without experience in the management
of a Female School, neither of us could determine how far the
system of the University of Virginia could be appiied in such a
School. Consequently, for the first three months of the first
session, there was not that precision and harmony of arrange-
ment which has been sinece attained. By

it the experience of
these three months satisfied us that the University system could
be, and ought to be, applied fully. Accordingly, as is seen in

the Catalogue of the past session, the regula

given by the Board when

r graduating course
has been arranged into seven distinet, and ir;dependea_]l Schools,
¥izg:

(1) The School of Ancient Languages ;
(%) 'The Sehool of Modern Languages;
(3.) The School of Mathematies ;

{4.) TheiSchool of Natural Sciences ;

(5.} The School of Moral Philosophy -

(¢.) The School of History and Literature ;
(7.) 'The School of

Lnglish Language and Composition ;

‘These soven Schoolg comprise what has see
tial to a wide and thorough cultivation of mind, and, at the
~ame time, afford a large mass of practically useful informatian.
But, besides the subjects contained in these Schonls, provision

s made for a variety of other useful and entertaining matters,
when students desire to study them.

¥ think this arrangement is now we
very little to be desired ; at least, very
under esisting conditions,
ledge the obligations of the
sessien, Mr, 7 H. Toy

med to us essen-

Il nigh complete, leaving
littte which 1s attainable
It is but just that 1 here ackpow-
School 1o my associate of the first
» for viloable suggestions in regard to the

&

of study, and other important matters, while the whole
Lourse 1y, and Ol g .
i t in its incipient stage. ] ]
M]!Q“}%ew;:vicfouud great advantage 1n hluvm(,;g 1ecu;|;:a§ ?I?ig r:]c:y
ther aays,
i Saturdays as on 0 his |
Lation rog ey, e he fixed features of the Schoo).
w as one of the fix : | a .
b rega'rdsegur:::_mn is by lectures in connection Wlthtleitallg)int(s)ki A
'[‘!‘I"heb::ter than any other method, leads students to
i'nzllgf)endent though;} arfl’d o c'?l!:r?l])rs;:;?rﬁént are selected and
" tudies of the Preparc 1 ected and
E:}]geg l;])rimarily with reference to pre}?artatlsoan ﬁ:;at ¢ oo
i Department. It may be enough here to ]}_;‘:n at they are
_.%;::)tqee thlch make up what is culled ahcomréleoenn dirgcted duca-

on i is Do t have ,

: dics of this Departmen , for the
iy sersl;{loenmr{;ainiy by Miss M. G. Snundersi Whgllfngsﬂto iod
It)i?es}tduties of " ber position creditably to hers

‘ : xperience
chiaol‘Edmuud Taylor, a gentleman of succ:((:fs_f:llhei:pgepan-
: : acher of these subjects, will be elpployesel  (his Depart

o ateth:e next session. [Farthermore, tn con (ihe ge of the
met mh;fgctﬁ}* arrangement for mstructfon mme A T;ith-
Dep s'tmenl whereby I shall be released from csjf)tion oAl
D'epctiboriol;s duiies therein, I shall be in con lthe ’preparalory
t;]m' crson, a large amount of teaching !E o preputaiory
(1OIS;ZS ’ Any’ further assistance which may be
Ol . 1

promptly provided.
Department of Music.

went of

his has been for these two years under Itlhe 'r:l%r;zsxgl;aézﬁ L of

i'-F I]S‘\‘I De’ems. This fact is guarantee 1 a}.]talVin s been con

i\l. ::i;zél Lw.ith ability and fidelity. M. Detenﬁis beef determincd

| l‘(ieqve Charlottesville, an arrangement § S e e

li\(;r 3Vincent Czurda, recen.l!y of tE:ég;ﬂc;n, Juéging thich he

il e music nex . Y

. h:wzncc;:f‘:':nﬁﬁ ?;E' E1\1?{r. Deems and others, I am confident that
reComme Jeems an &
V!l\tl(r. C. will make an efficient instructor

i H L] ¢ 1] « lntlll a
- .
I hese Sllb|eClS lh’.ll’e bee[], {()t the ]ast SCSSIO!I, undel 1.!]8 care

. . ¥ p ll CSP c I
(Ii 1'\/1!5 l(J (Iiﬂbb ‘-Vh’() h g oven CH a X e {S we l.

ion ncxl session.
Examinations, Degrees, &c.

5' Ili ve, 18 (534 tcn'
¥ alion, as soCn 0 3
FIIC COLLSse Di Stud l(" gla.dU& ]

- 1A} l 1 I ‘t ! I rl!i ])'1 loma i

ve. ¢ also CI cavour 10 ma (€ lloiou . ¢ ! Ao
1 ‘ ® .
wi
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irom this School shall be evidence of a scholarship of wider range
and higher grade than usual. To secure this, students are
wade to pass written examinations in all their subjects. These
are so prepared both as to nature and extent of questions, and
the standard is fixed so high, that nothing short of a really accu-
rate knowledge of the subject of examination can ever secure
success. The element of time does not enter at all into the
determination of a question of graduation. The student must
have the necessary amount of knowledge, and that of the right
kind. We do not ask how long or how short a time she has
been about acquiring it.

Certificates of Proficiency are conferred on those who give
satisfactory results in the examinations in the separate Schools.
The diploma, the highest honor of the Institute, is conferred
on those who have graduated in the seven schodls mentioned
above. Certificates of Distinction are awarded those who pass
satisfactory examinations in the Intermediate, Junior and Pre-
paratory Classes—and on those in the Senior classes who attain
thereto, but do not obtain the Certificate of Proficiency.

I confess that at one time I had doubts whether it would be
possible to maintain this high standard of graduation in certain
subjects. 'l have no such doubts now. Not the least gratifying
result of my two years experience is the knowledge that not a
few young ladies can be found ready to grapple earnestly and
successfully with the real difficulties encountered in an extend-
ed course of study. Our girls are capable of doing and eager
to do better things than they have always been allowed to do.

Philosophical Apparatus.

The appatatus with which, by your liberality the Institute
was provided two years ago, has proved to be very good. It is
however not so extensive as is desirable. = [ ask your attention
to this matter, in the hope, that so soon as circumstances will
permit, some additions to 1t may be made.

Associate Teachers in Collegiate Department.

Messrs Crawford H. Toy and William N. Bronaugh—both
Masters of Arts of the University of Virginia—have been asso-
ciated with me during the past session. 1 should not do Justice
to my own feclings, nor to you as interested in the school, were
1 to fail to bear testimony, in this report, to the ability and en-
lightened regard to the interests of the school, with which they
have performed the duties assigned them. I am happy to be
able to state that an arrangement has been made, by which
these two gentlemen will retain their 'resent positions for the
next session.
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In addition to these, Mr. J. Baker Thompson, also a Master
of Arts of the University of Virginia, and a gentleman in all
respects admirably well fitted for such position, has been ap-
pointed a teacher in the Collegiate Department.

The Collegiate Faculty as thus composed will meet the in-
creasing demands of several sessions.

Improvements in the Property.

Early last summer the executive committee of your Board
ihvested me with authority to have made such alterations and
repairs as would best fit the property for the accommodation of
the school. - Acting under this authority I succeeded, in spite
of many disadvantages, in getting the building in condition for
use by the opening of the session. As it now stands it is well
suited to its purpose. It affords good rooms for about sixty
boarders, with very good lecture rooms and rooms for music
practice, nearly all lighted by gas.

Without direct authority from the Board, I proceeded last
spring to have built a house for exercise. This must be of
great value, if it can be made the means of inducing students
to take regular exercise, a thing impossible out of doors in this
climate.

Rent.

The contract made with the executive committee of your
Board makes the amount of rent for the property depend on the
number of pupils.

The precise amount to be paid on each pupil was determined
so as to make the aggregate, something over six per cent on
the estimated cost of the property after the needed repairs were
made, supposing that there should be 100 students. The num-
ber of students falling under this, the rent for the last session
is somewhat less than six per cent—really, I think about 5}.
Should the same contract stand for the next session, I am able
to say that with one hundred students, the amount thus paid
will be about seven per cent on the value of the property. This
ought to be satisfactory, I think, to stockholders in a Female
School. The facts of the case prove the wisdom of the policy
you pursued of investing, at the start, no larger amount of money
than the necessities of the school demanded.

Health of the School.

‘We have been peculiarly blessed in this respect. There hat
been no severe case of sickness among the students the pass
session. Measles prevailed at one time, but of mild form.
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Condition of the School Religiously.

1 cannot close this report without advetting to the gratifying
fact, that in each of the past sessions there has been much of
religious interest among the students and many have become
professors of religion during their residence here. The schook
for large part of the last session;, presented the rather unusual
spectacle of a family of over fifty persons; all of whom, except
six or eight were professed christians.

Altogether I know of no like enterprise which promises bet-
ter results than this, if it shall be managed with prudent liberal-
ity. With you, more than with others, it rests to determine
whether it shall be worked out to the fulfilment of that promise.

I conclusion, I beg to render you my hearty thanks for the
uniform kindness and confidence which' you have manifested’
towards me. _

Respectfully,
JOHN HART.

JoLy 1, 1858.
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